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Chloe Kerns
Tigard High

“Throughout my life teaching has been a passion.  
For me, the question has never been will I teach, 
but what?  In middle school I got the opportunity 
to work as a peer tutor with students in a special 
education class.  It opened my perspective.  As a 
special education teacher, I would hope to have 
the opportunity to not only teach students with 
disabilities, but also help others learn how to 
interact effectively with them.”
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Julia (Jude) Smith
Cleveland High
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Cherish Lyda
Summit Learning Charter
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“I made the final decision to attend the Maryland 
Institute College of Art in Baltimore, Maryland.  I 
plan to study here and receive a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts in Illustration with a minor in Sequential Art.  
Not only do I enjoy creating artwork of my own 
and showing it to others, but I also hope to use my 
work as a force for positive change.  Youth need 
uplifting stories; I plan to bring that to the LGBTQ+ 
community–my community–through my artwork.”

“Nature and wildlife have intrigued me ever since 
I was young.  Growing up with limitations due 
to an autoimmune disease, I found a sense of 
peace engaging in the natural world. As a teen, 
this passion has fueled my desire for deeper 
knowledge in ecology, while allowing me to 
contribute to scientific research.  I am pursuing an 
Associates in Biology with the intent to complete 
a Bachelors in Wildlife Biology and Ornithology.”

“I am driven to give back to my community and 
my company, PDX Concierge, enables me to 
do so.  PDX Concierge is a free grocery delivery 
service for the elderly, immunocompromised, and 
disabled and is run on a volunteer basis by me 
and a team of high school volunteers.  I hope to 
someday serve my community at a higher level 
by pursuing a college education in business and 
entrepreneurship.”


